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Why OSM?

• Geodata isn’t

• Free

• Open

• Current 

• Wiki is obvious next step

• It’s just fun



Some Quotes



Quote 1

“It’s absolutely possible for a bunch of smart guys 
with the technology we have today to capture 
street networks, and potentially the major roads 
of the UK and minor roads”
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Quote 2

“If you don’t make [lower-resolution mapping data] publicly 
available, there will be people with their cars and GPS devices, 
driving around with their laptops .. They will be cataloguing 
every lane, and enjoying it, driving 4×4s behind your farm at the 
dead of night. There will, if necessary, be a grass-roots 
remapping.”
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Quote 3

“You could have a community capability where you took 
the GPS data of people driving around and started to see, 
oh, there’s a new road that we don’t have, a new route .. 
And so that data eventually should just come from the 
community with the right software infrastructure.”



Quote 3

“You could have a community capability where you took 
the GPS data of people driving around and started to see, 
oh, there’s a new road that we don’t have, a new route .. 
And so that data eventually should just come from the 
community with the right software infrastructure.”

Bill Gates



We make beautiful maps



...which we give away



































CC :Flickr:law_keven
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Toronto



Germany 2006



Germany 2007
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Using OSM



CC :Flickr:pmtorrone



CC :Flickr:dharmasphere



CC :Flickr:williamhook

















Workshops

Or, Map as Party































RenderObserve UploadMap





Coase’s Penguin

•Non-monetary motivation

•Discrete multi-size pieces

•Low-cost integration

(Yochai Benkler)

Commons-based Peer Production:



•Fun

•Takes 5 minutes or 5 hours

•Easy

(Yochai Benkler)

Commons-based Peer Production:

Coase’s Penguin



Comparing
US to rest of planet
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We’ve seen this before



‘Quality’
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(Think price per 
feature)





More Open









More Community
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What about quality?

“OSM quality is beyond good enough, it is a product 
that can be used for a wide range of activities”

Dr Muki Haklay of UCL

 Based on a detailed analysis
http://tinyurl.com/mukiosm

http://tinyurl.com/mukiosm
http://tinyurl.com/mukiosm




http://www.flickr.com/photos/miyagisan/3733469980/sizes/o/

http://www.flickr.com/photos/miguel77/3456233215/sizes/o/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/miguel77/3456233215/sizes/o/


Wikipedia



http://www.flickr.com/photos/umpcportal/2343766155/sizes/l/

http://www.flickr.com/photos/miguel77/3456233215/sizes/o/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/miguel77/3456233215/sizes/o/


http://www.flickr.com/photos/theducks/2236111019/sizes/l/

http://www.flickr.com/photos/miguel77/3456233215/sizes/o/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/miguel77/3456233215/sizes/o/






Faster Better Cheaper



Faster Better Cheaper



Thank you

Steve Coast

steve@asklater.com


